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out of the treasury when a petition was presented us from several of the black
inhabitants complaining of having received great injustice from the Com-
missioners in passing their accounts and intimating that their own accounts
and those belonging to their friends and relations had been partially
examined. In order to trace out if this complaint was well founded or not
we ordered Messrs Rider, Johnstone and Senior to enquire what grounds the
complainants had for their allegation against the Commissioners and if there
appeared any malpractice on the part of the latter. Their report is entered
after our consultation of the 10th August and charges the black Commis-
sioners with many irregular and unjust proceedings, particularly that they
had curtailed the bulk of estimates laid before them in a much greater pro-
portion than they had their own or those of their friends and relations. The
Commissioners having desired leave to justify themselves from the charge laid
against them we permitted them to give in their reply which is likewise
entered after our consultation and a second letter from Messrs Rider, John-
stone and Senior is entered after our proceedings of the 18 September in
support of their charge. As we had not leisure ourselves to undertake a
minute scrutiny into the account of the Commissioners in order to be satisfied
if they had acted collusively or partially in passing their own accounts, we
requested the gentlemen commissioned to examine the European estimates
to take the trouble of making the enquiry, and have empowered them to re-
examine and finally establish the claims of the black Commissioners.
214.    Your Honours will observe that we have appropriated a part of the
Armenian Fund for satisfaction of the losses suffered by the Portuguese.   The
Commissioners for examining the Armenian and Greek estimates being like-
wise suspected of collusive and partial practises, we desired the European
Commissioners to revise the accounts of that people and ordered them to lay
the said accounts before those gentlemen which after much trouble they have
complied with.   Their accounts were entirely closed and an abstract of their
claims laid before us by the European Commissioners on the.........instant
amounting   to  current  rupees.........principal,  to   which  the   Commissioners
have added an interest of 15 per cent.   The abstract of principal sums we
have confirmed but have referred it to Your Honours to allow of the IS per
cent interest or to order the surplus to be received on that account to be
appropriated to some other use.
215.    Messrs Burdett, Lushington and Gray desire leave to return Your
Honours their most humble and gratefull thanks for the favour conferred
on them^in your commands of the 11 November 1757, and assure you at the
same time that so sensible a mark of your esteem will be the strongest incite-
ment to them to exert themselves in their duty to their employers and in
their zeal for the Company's interest on all occasions,
216.    In consequence of your orders per Hardwicke Mr. Alexander Scott
has been appointed Deputy Master Attendant, and we beg leave to recom-
mend him to your notice as a person who has given us great satisfaction in
the services he has been employed upon, having always executed our orders
with alacrity and fidelity and shewn himself, upon all occasions, a person
capable of the charge of your marine and one who has a thorough knowledge
of the river.   We hope therefore the nomination of Mr. Scott to succeed
Captain Barton as Master Attendant will be confirmed by Your Honours,